House committee-calls from 


Dear Jim, 


10/13/76 


Glad you phoned a fe ainutea ago so I could anoapsulte the call tonigfrt and ask you 
to think about suggestions. 

;|4 p'. 

Sag called me to see if Is could go there. I assured fcia I can and will and that it 
was Sprague's idea that he core here. I think that would have been better but I did offer 
to take the bus. It is now set for Wednesday and I can got a ride that day. 

It will b« in Downing* s office, so I supposed they do not have space yet. Sprague 
and I are set for two hours. Then. I'm to nest with other lawyers. 


As I told you I’a much encouraged by the totality with which ay most basic recom- 
mendation was taken. Sprague's prosecutorial experience was largely is not mostly in 
homicides. Hick told ms that under him there is going to be a sort of deputy general 
counsel and under him two more homicide experts, one for FFK, one for King. Groat, 
despite the problems this can mean with the feebs. Normally one would have expected an 
experienced defense lawyer with some criminal experience. 

The present plan is for then to break about half acid half on legal staff, to total 
about three dozen. I suggested Sing did not need nearly as many. Hick agrees but there 
may be a black caucus problem. They did swing it. 


They plan for a staff of about 170, quite large . 

Sprague has a completely free hand. Hiring and firing too. I don't think the Devines 
of the Congress will be happy about that or abide by it. They see red through opaque 
black glasses. But can also be handled i necessary. 

i 

I'll know Wednesday how such of the rest they are accepting. If they don t go for 
it without putting Sorrow, Lane, harm ate on I expect Wednesday may bo ay last visit 
there. I'-ll make this clear at the end, with reasons. 


Rick said it is too bad that you are still Hay’s counsel. 1 said not so, that you 


could still testify and in my bel 
at least be in the record and par 
subjects you basic have no conflic 
*ork and doa’ t work. He liked it. 
Ton remember and think of anythin 


issf should because there are important areas that should 
t of the Members’ education. I said that with these 
t of interest. I mentioned how the courts and the law 
I did not specify but I had both King and HOIA in mind. 
S else. Or make notes when you can. The i’QIA story can 


be a very significant paid: of their early work. I'll make note- on the bus tomorrow on 
what I want to talk to him scout. 


Gathering a staff of 170 scans trouble. x t will begin with informants on it, people 
ready to do dirtyworks and end with the like— type assassination. When and ho* they’ll get 
them and what they'll do worries me. Their knowledge will escape internal communication. 
Starvation midst plenty impends, I’ve been through this with, a such, much smaller staff. 

When everyone works very lard there is too much toofLaany do not know, oven then. 

I made brief mention of the ifaontroy aess. Kick is aware. Ho says it got the resolution 
passed. I said only because others copped out, the truth would have done it bettor. Why 
didn t they do that. 


I'm not lotting ay encouragement over the very firm taking of the course I outlined 
deceive me or soften ay own determinations. 1 see much trouble ahead. If Sprague is a 
real one and if I can establish a basis of truth and faith perhaps this Con bo saved, at 
least fro.) being a disaster. 


I told Hie* I’d hav. no objection ot the whole thing being taped and do recotos.ond it 
because it will be controversial, because there will be too much to remember, and b< cause 
I'll welcome confrontation with t ooe who spell trouble for Sprague and the Corasittee. lie 
seemed to liic thn idea. I won’t do it. I tried to get him to understand that there will 
bo much non-fact duo pod on them when they have no basis for discrini; ation. 1 would like 
the:.: to be a.-il - tok hold me to account for what 1 say and represent as fact. Wt this he says 
ho told Sprague th-.t he’d never question what I say is fact and would accept opinion. Dost, 



